
   ¢ƘŜ WƻǳǊƴŜȅ {ǘǊŜŜǘ bŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ  м 

5ƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ !ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎǝǘǳǝƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ 

Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas 

Volume IV, Issue III 

September 2016                                 $2.00 

Whoôs 

Guarding the 

Guardians? 

Texas counties have 

stripped thousands 

of elderly and 

disabled citizens of 

their rights ð 

and then forgotten 

about them 
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Central Texas school districts adjusting to serve homeless students 

By KXXS TV Staff 

 

W  aco ISD has more than 

15-hundred students 

who are designated as 

homeless.  

     The district has a grant funded 

department dedicated to helping remove 

any barriers that may keep these students 

from attending school. 

Kathy Wigtail, Case Manager for Waco 

ISD Homeless Outreach Services says, 

"Homeless isn't always what you think in 

terms of people on the streets, mostly 

families are doubled up, living with other 

families due to economic hardships." 

     A homeless student is defined as a 

student who lives in a shelter, motel or 

hotel.  

     In a house or an apartment with more 

than one family because of economic 

hardship or loss, in an abandoned building 

or a car, at a camp ground, or on the 

street.  

     In temporary foster care or with an 

adult who is not your parent or legal 

guardian. in substandard housing or with 

friends or family because of being a 

runaway or unaccompanied youth. 

     Being homeless can often be an 

unstable environment that makes it more 

difficult to get to classes each day.  

     Still, 92 percent of those homeless 

students do make it to school each day, 

compared to 95 percent overall. 

     And that's important because districts 

get government funding based on daily 

attendance.  

     Sandy Farris of Bryan ISD says, 

"Attendance rates for the homeless 

students typically is a little bit lower than 

what it is for rest of the student body." 

     In Waco, the homeless student 

population makes up about ten percent of 

tied in with poverty numbers.  

     Waco's poverty level is above the 

national average. 

      The Wigtail, thinks Waco's size also 

may have something to do with it. "I also 

think families that are in need are going 

to come from some of the smaller 

communities to a city like Waco where 

the services are available to them.  

      So that may be it as well, but we do 

see families sometime moving into the 

Waco area, who are in need " 

     By law, the district has to do all it can 

to help students.  

     The law was put in place to help 

homeless students, and is called the 

McKinney Vento Act, and it was put in 

place as part of the No Child Left Behind 

Act. 

     Wigtail says, "The student ends up 

moving out of that school's attendance 

zone, then we will send a bus to take that 

student back and fourth." 

     She also wanted people to know about 

the effort that is being made with limited 

resources.   

     "I think we do a lot for the students in 

this district with a small staff and small 

resources. I think that the students in this 

district are being served very well." 

     Farris also wanted people to be aware 

that this is happening more than people 

know.  

     "I think it's important for people to 

know that every school district is effected 

by this, some more than others." 
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In fight over surprise medical bills, some lawmakers target Insurance Regulators 

By Edgar Walters, The Texas Tribune 

 

O 
n April 15, 2015, Ed Hagan 

spent a sleepless night trying to 

cope with a sharp pain in his 

back. 

     When morning came, Hagan, then a 

teacher at a Dallas middle school, was too 

sick to work.  

     He headed to the emergency room 

at Texas Health Presbyterian Hospital, 

which he knew was in-network for his 

health insurance company, Aetna. 

     Medical tests revealed Hagan had 

kidney stones.  

     But the news quickly got worse: Doctors 

suspected Hagan had a rare form of 

leukemia, and told him he needed to be 

hospitalized immediately to get tested. 

     It was the beginning of more than a 

year of intensive cancer treatment for 

Hagan, now 66 and in remission.  

     But the very first day of that ordeal left 

a lasting ð and costly ð 

impression: thousands of dollars 

in surprise medical bills. 

     Despite choosing an in-network 

hospital, the emergency room doctor who 

treated Hagan wasn't in-network.  

     Neither was the anesthesiologist who 

worked on Haganôs bone marrow 

sampling. Combined, their bills totaled 

$2,000. 

     ñMost people donôt know to fight this 

stuff, or how to write a letter, or how to 

kick it back at them, saying, óYou guys 

got a scam going,ôò Hagan said. 

     State lawmakers have long sought a 

solution to surprise medical bills ð also 

known as balance bills ð as doctors, 

insurance companies and patients argue 

over who is responsible for the 

phenomenon. 

     Health insurance companies and 

doctors often fail to go into business 

together because they can't agree to what 

a fair payment for service is.  

     Insurers say doctors want to charge 

unnecessarily high prices.  

     Doctors, meanwhile, say insurers 

strong-arm them into taking less than 

their services are worth.   

     ñTheyôre trying to pay us so minimal 

to where I canôt keep my office 

open,ò said Ray Callas, a Beaumont 

anesthesiologist and member of the 

Texas Medical Association, which lobbies 

for physicians.  

     ñI canôt maintain even employment of 

other physicians or nurses to maintain 

access for patients.ò  

     The takeaway is that patients 

sometimes end up paying the difference.  

     If doctors and insurers agree on 

anything, it's that patients should read the 

fine print when they go to a hospital so 

they know what services they will be billed 

for and what they won't.  

     But patients who have been stuck with 

balance bills say the practice is far 

from transparent. 

     As lawmakers prepare to take up the 

issue again in 2017, some are setting their 

sights on one of the doctors' key 

arguments: that health insurers don't have 

robust enough networks of doctors to 

prevent patients from getting stuck with 

out-of-network costs.  

     The state requires health insurers to 

contract with a minimum number of 

physicians in a geographic area. 

     Health insurers call this "network  
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Ed Hagan at his home in Dallas, Texas on August 5, 2016                                                Photo: Cooper Neill 


